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**MEDIA RELEASE **

March 15, 2008

Sacramento  - The Sacramento/Sierra Nevada Chapter of Meeting Professionals International is pleased to congratulate and announce the five area meeting planners who have achieved their Certified Meeting Professional (CMP) designation.


·        Amy Lai with the California Dental Association 

·        Jennifer Flohr with the California Hotel & Lodging Association 

·        Lisa Bispham with the Child Support Directors Association

·        Laura DeOrio with Search, National Consortium for Justice Information & Statistics

·        Terri Brunson with the California Homebuilding Foundation

The CMP program was launched in 1985 to enhance the knowledge and performance of meeting professionals and today enjoys worldwide recognition as the badge of excellence in the meeting, convention and exhibition industry.  The requirements for certification are based on professional experience and a rigorous academic examination. 
The CMP program aims to increase the professionalism of meeting managers by:

· Identifying a body of knowledge

· Establishing the level of knowledge and performance required for certification
· Stimulating the advancement of the art and science of meeting management

· Increasing the value of participation to employers

· Recognizing and raising industry standards, practices and ethics

· Maximizing the value received from the products and services provided by CMPs

MPI/SSN March Media Release

Page 2

ABOUT MPISSN:  Meeting Professionals International (MPI), the world’s largest association for the $122.3 billion meetings and events industry, is committed to positioning meetings and events as a key strategic component of an organization's success. The Sacramento Sierra Nevada chapter of MPI, established in 1985 empowers over 230 members to increase their strategic value with education, professional development and business growth opportunities. For more information, visit www.mpissn.org. 
ABOUT MPI:  Meeting Professionals International is the association for the global meetings industry and is committed to delivering success for its 21,000 worldwide members by providing innovative professional development, generating industry awareness and creating business development opportunities. Founded in 1972, the Dallas-based organization delivers success through its 68 chapters and clubs in 20 countries around the world. For more information, visit www.mpiweb.org.

MEDIA 
Katherine Winans, CMP, Public Relations Chair
Contact: 
MPISSN Chapter, jkw@gbis.com or 775/267-0539
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